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How Did Coventry Begin? Information PowerPoint
Children will learn about the origins of the city of Coventry, including the exploration of a nearby Roman
fort, information about its riverside location, early Saxon farmers, and a Viking invasion. They will be
introduced to Leofric and Godiva and find out about their contribution to developing a new priory in
Coventry.

Analysing Godiva Portrait and Information Activity
Children can analyse a painting of the famous Godiva horse ride through town and analyse what they think
is happening. An information text is then provided for the children to read afterwards to see if their
predictions were right.

History Defenders – Celebrating Coventry’s Beginning
Children can learn about the origins of the city’s name and explore the famous 21st century art piece – Cofa’s
Tree. They will then reflect on what they have learned in the PowerPoint, and through the Godiva activity, to
create their own piece of artwork that stands in the city and represents its important origins.

Extended Task: What more can you find out about Saint Osburga?
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Tapestry of Secrets Analysis
Before learning more about Coventry’s past, children will analyse a 16th century tapestry which shows the
city of Coventry during the medieval period. They will think about what questions the tapestry raises so that
they can reflect on their findings after they gain more knowledge.

How Did Coventry Develop? Information PowerPoint
Children will discover how Coventry developed through the Middle Ages. They will uncover the secrets of a
castle, explore the ruins of the first cathedral and uncover what remains of its past today. They will gain an
understanding of the growth that took place and how this led to Coventry gaining its city status.

Finding Coventry’s Lost Cathedral Activity
Children will compare a map from the archives to a modern-day aerial view of Coventry. They will use their
detective skills to try and place the location of the original cathedral. An answer sheet is provided.

History Defenders – Early Coventry Research Activity
Children will choose one of the 6 buildings/structures mentioned in the latter half of the PowerPoint and
complete a research file on it. They can then gather as a class to discuss their findings. We suggest making a
classroom display featuring a map of Coventry with all the locations highlighted so the children’s findings
can then be displayed. A WAGOL example is provided to guide teaching.

Extended Task: Can you find out more about Coventry’s city walls?
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Industrial Coventry PowerPoint
This presentation will give children a guided tour of some of the main industries that have developed in
Coventry and explore how they are linked to one another. It contains lots of information and photographs
that will help them gain an impression of Coventry’s remarkable ability to adapt.
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Trade Directory Analysis
In this activity, children will use a page from the Kelly’s Directory as their historical source and will
carry out a scavenger hunt looking for references to some of the different industries that
they have learned about.

Industrial Timeline
This sorting activity will consolidate children’s knowledge of the chronology of industry in Coventry.
They will take the dates of significant events in the city’s industrial history and sort them into
chronological order.

Extended Task: What can you find out about a famous Coventry business from one of the industries
that you have learned about?
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Coventry World War 2 PowerPoint
Children will learn about World War 2 and how it affected people from Coventry. They will particularly
focus on the Coventry Blitz and on the factories in the city.

Coventry Cathedral Newspaper Report
Using Tom Harrisson’s notes, children will demonstrate what they’ve learned and what they can infer
about what it would have been like to live through the Coventry Blitz.

Blitz Bomb Damage
Children will transfer information from a bomb damage map to a modern-day map to give them an idea
of the scale of the destruction caused by the bombing. It will allow them to visualise it using landmarks
that they are familiar with today. They will then answer some questions about the bomb damage.

Extended Task: Can you find out more about the children who were evacuated away from
Coventry?
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Rebuilding Coventry Information PowerPoint
Children will learn about the redevelopment of Coventry following the war. They will learn about the
plans by Gibson and how these evolved to create the city we know and love today. They will be shown
five locations before and after redevelopment.

Rebuilding Coventry Photo Pack and Activity Guide
Using images, largely from the John Laing Collection, children will infer what they can about the
rebuilding of Coventry Cathedral. The provided activity guide will give suggestions of activities and
questions to ask while using the photographs.

Rebuilding Coventry Personal Account Analysis
Children will read an account from an adult who was a child growing up in Coventry during the time
of all the regeneration after the war. They will read and discuss the short account in pairs and answer
some key questions on the activity sheet.
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Extended Task: What can you find out about the development of the ring road? Teacher's Pet
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Teacher's Pet

At the end of the local history enquiry, children should be given an opportunity to showcase their learning. Below are
some ideas for how the children could present their learning about Coventry

Opportunities to
showcase learning

Build a mini-Museum

Create a Non-Fiction
book about Coventry

Create a school
display about
Coventry

Write a short
play about
Coventry

Hold an assembly
which tells the story

of Coventry
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Historic England and Teacher’s Pet have come together to
bring you a collection of free resources that you can use in

your local history teaching.

Who are Teacher's Pet?

www.tpet.co.uk

Teacher’s Pet have been providing downloadable and playable educational
content to early years and primary school teachers for over 14 years. We cover
all areas of the curriculum and use a team of in-house teachers and designers to
create engaging and memorable concepts, that the children will love.

Why local history?

At Teacher’s Pet we want to empower primary school teachers by giving them
the tools they need to deliver inspiring and thoughtful lessons about the local
area and its history. We believe local history teaching has such an important
part to play in a child’s wellbeing – helping to give children a sense of pride in
where they live.

Our Local History project is designed to provide teachers across the UK with
everything they need to successfully carry out a full scheme of teaching about
their local area, through key enquiry questions and source led activities.

Working with Historic England gives us access to archived maps and photos
for resources and information from knowledgeable local historians, as well
helping us to provide the content to you free of charge.

For more information about our Local History project or to find out more about
Teacher’s Pet Classroom Resources, please visit our website.




