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Birkenhead and the Wirral before the 19th century Information PowerPoint

In this PowerPoint, children will learn about the early signs of human activity within the
Birkenhead area. It will introduce them to the stone, bronze and iron age, through the Roman
invasion and the arrival of the Vikings, and introduce the founding of the priory in
Birkenhead.

Birkenhead Priory Mapping Activity

In this activity children will have to analyse a floor plan of the Birkenhead priory, before
labelling an image of the medieval priory and how it stands today. They will then need to
answer a question about what the layout of the priory tells us about life during this period.

Finding Viking Origins Activity

In this activity children will look at a map of Birkenhead and its surrounding area. They will
then use the key to determine how many places they can find that may be of Viking heritage.

Extended Task: Can you find out what other ruin sits next to the Birkenhead Priory?
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The Laird Legacy Information PowerPoint

In this PowerPoint, children will be introduced to William Laird and discover the lasting
impact him, and his family, had on the town of Birkenhead. They will also meet John Laird
and learn more about his legacy.

Tourist Booklet Activity – Laird’s Birkenhead

In this activity children will create an accordion booklet which features three locations that
the Laird’s designed, built or created within Birkenhead. They will need to write about each
location and why it is important to the town’s history.

History Defenders – William Laird Blue Plaque Activity

Children can reflect on what they have learned about William Laird to write and design a
blue plaque that can sit in an important place of their choosing within Birkenhead.

Extended Task: What else can you find out about Cammel Laird?
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Transport in Birkenhead PowerPoint
This presentation will explain how Birkenhead only really entered the Industrial Revolution
due to transport links that connected an isolated peninsula to the rest of the country. They
will learn about the ferries, ships and trains that kick started the growth of the town.

Population Graph and Timeline activity
In this activity, children will be given population data and key events. They will put the
population data onto a provided graph and sort the events onto a timeline. They can then
compare key events with the population at the time and see if they can see how the addition
of transport links corresponded with population growth.

Industrial
Revolution, steam
ferry, paddle
steamer, Etna,
shipyard, William
Laird, docks,
railway,

Teacher's Pet



Teacher's Pet

How has Birkenhead changed over time?
M
E

RSEYSID
E

BirBirkkenheadenhead

 

Paintings Impact of transport on Birkenhead
Children will explain the impact of different modes of transport on the development of
Birkenhead. They will use the information they have learned from the PowerPoint and from
the population task to answer the overall question.

Extended Task: Can you find out more about the railways in Birkenhead?
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Birkenhead during the Wars PowerPoint
This PowerPoint will teach children about the two world wars and their impact on 
Birkenhead. They will learn about what war time was like for people in Birkenhead and 
events that happened during World War 1 and World War 2.
Research a World War 1 soldier
This activity will provide all the links and information that children require to find out more 
about one of the soldiers on the Birkenhead War Memorial. A research template is provided 
so that children are scaffolded in recording all the key information.
Newspaper Analysis
Children will analyse a newspaper article about the heroic act of one Birkenhead man during 
an air raid in 1941. The resource will support them in deciphering some of the technical 
vocabulary and will help them gain an understanding of the events that unfolded.
Extended Task: What can you find out about the famous war poet, Wilfred Owen's, links 
to Birkenhead?
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Birkenhead’s Listed Buildings PowerPoint

This PowerPoint will explain what listed buildings are and why they are selected. It will 
explain how children can find listed buildings near them and will then highlight some of the 
listed buildings in Birkenhead.
Diamond of Significance
This task will require children to sort listed buildings in Birkenhead in order of significance.
It will encourage debate about what makes one building more historically important than 
another.

Listed Buildings
Using the provided template, children will research one of Birkenhead’s listed buildings to 
gain a deeper understanding of its history.
Extended Task: Can you write a persuasive speech or design a poster to explain why 
the building you have researched is significant and what it teaches us about 
Birkenhead’s past?
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At the end of the local history enquiry, children should be given an opportunity to showcase their learning. Below are
some ideas for how the children could present their learning about Birkenhead.
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Opportunities to
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Create a non-
fiction book about

Birkenhead

Build a
mini-museum

Create a tour
booklet about
Birkenhead

Build a
mock
website
about

Birkenhead

Hold an assembly
which tells the story

of Birkenhead

Write a short play
about Birkenhead

Create a
school
display
about

Birkenhead



Historic England and Teacher’s Pet have come together to
bring you a collection of free resources that you can use in

your local history teaching.

Who are Teacher's Pet?

www.tpet.co.uk

Teacher’s Pet have been providing downloadable and playable educational
content to early years and primary school teachers for over 14 years. We cover
all areas of the curriculum and use a team of in-house teachers and designers to
create engaging and memorable concepts, that the children will love.

Why local history?

At Teacher’s Pet we want to empower primary school teachers by giving them
the tools they need to deliver inspiring and thoughtful lessons about the local
area and its history. We believe local history teaching has such an important
part to play in a child’s wellbeing – helping to give children a sense of pride in
where they live.

Our Local History project is designed to provide teachers across the UK with
everything they need to successfully carry out a full scheme of teaching about
their local area, through key enquiry questions and source led activities.

Working with Historic England gives us access to archived maps and photos
for resources and information from knowledgeable local historians, as well
helping us to provide the content to you free of charge.

For more information about our Local History project or to find out more about
Teacher’s Pet Classroom Resources, please visit our website.




